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280 Han Dynasty | Empress Lii

281

in favour of the move and some were opposed, so that he hesitated over what
to do and could come to no decision. Lil Lu, however, continued to trust Li Ji
as before. ;

One time he was out hunting with Li Ji when he stopped to visit his aunt, 3
Lii Xu, the younger sister of the empress dowager. Lii Xu was furious with him...?
“You are a general and you go and throw away your army!” she cried. “Now
the Liis will not be safe anywhere!” Then she dragged out all her jewels and
precious vessels and threw them on the ground outside the hall. “I won't keep
them around for somebody else to enjoy!” she declared.

At dawn on the day gengshen of the ninth month (26 Sept. 180 BC)F Cao
Zhuo, the marquis of Pingyang, who was performing the duties of imperial
secretary, went to see the prime minister Lii Chan to settle some government
business. The palace attendant Jia Shou had at the time just returned from a
mission to the king of Qi and was berating Lii Chan. “Though you are a king,
you would not go to your kingdom earlier. Now, even if you wanted to, do you &
think you could?” Then he reported in detail to Lii Chan how Guan Ying had :
joined with the forces of Qi and Chu and was planning to overthrow the Lil ;
family, urging him to flee to the palace for protection at once. Cao Zhuo
overheard all that was said and rushed off to report it to Chen Ping and Zhoq
Bo. .

Zhou Bo wished to enter the northern garrison, but he was not able to dp
so until Ji Tong, the marquis of Xiangping, who was in charge of the imperial
credentials, sent someone to bear the credentials and, under pretended ord _
from the emperor, had Zhou Bo admitted to the garrison. Zhou Bo in, the
meantime ordered Li Ji and the director of guests Liu Jie to report to Lii L
“The emperor has put the grand commandant Zhou Bo in charge of the northern
garrison and wishes you to proceed to your kingdom. You must surrender your ;
general’s seals and take your leave at once. If you do not, disaster will befall
you!” : 4
Lii Lu was convinced that Li Ji would not deceive him, and so he took off
his general’s seals and handed them over to the director of guests, thus transfer-
ring his soldiers to Zhou Bo. Zhou Bo went to take command of the troops and,
as he entered the gate of the garrison, circulated an order to the army sayingi.
“Those who are for the Lii family bare their right arms, those for the Liu familyss
bare their left arms!” Throughout the garrison the men all bared their left arms,

: - showing that they were loyal to the Liu family. Thus Zhou Bo eventually pained
-admission to the northern garrison and became its commander, General Lii
having surrendered his seals as supreme commander and relinquished his post.
But there was still the southern garrison.

Chen Ping summoned Liu Zhang and sent him to assist Zhou Bo,” who

ordered him to guard the gate of the garrison. He also sent Cao Zhuo to tell the
colonel of the palace guards not to let the prime minister Lii Chan through the
gate of the imperial apartments. Lii Chan, completely unaware that Lii Lu had
already surrendered command of the northern garrison, entered the Eternal
Palace, intending to start a revolt, but when he found he could not gain
admittance to the imperial apartments, he paced back and forth indecisively.
Cao Zhuo in the meantime galloped back to report what had happened to Zhou
Bo."
Zhou Bo was still afraid that he would not be strong enough to overpower
all of the Lii family, and so he did not dare to issue a public order for their
execution. Instead he dispatched Liu Zhang again, with instructions to enter the
palace withygll speed and guard the emperor. When Liu Zhang asked for a body
of troops he gave him a force of over 1,000 men to accompany him,

By the time Liu Zhang and his men entered the gate of the Eternal Palace
and spotted Lii Chan in the courtyard it was already late afternoon. He fell upon
Lii Chan, who fled, while a great wind rose from heaven and threw Lii Chan’s
attendants into such confusion that none of them dared to fight in his defence.
LiuZhang pursued Lii Chan and killed him in the privy of the palace attendants’

». After Liu Zhang had killed Lii Chan, the emperor sent hismaster of guests
bearing the imperial credentials to thank him for his trouble. Liu Zhang tried to
seize the credentials but, since the man refused to give them up, he brought him
along in the same carriage and, using the credentials to gain admittance, raced
to the Palace of Lasting Joy and beheaded the colonel of the guard of the palace,
Li Gengshi. Then he galloped back to the northern garrison to report to Zhou
Bo.

' Zhou Bo rose from his seat, bowed, and congratulated Liu Zhang on his.
ork. “The only one we had to worry about was Lii Chan,” he said. “Now that

The sentence which precedes this inthe original isan interpolation which does notappear
belong here and has accordingly been omitted in translation.

In the original the words “afraid they would not win” have been erroneously interpo-

a'[‘hc text erroneously reads “eighth month”, lated fron the sentence below.
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